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English Pastoral Committee

Meetings were held every second Friday of the month.

Prior to the English-language Christmas Midnight Mass, a special
Christmas program celebrating the cultural and ethnic diversity of
English-speaking of Rosary Church was presented. Following Midnight
Mass, our annual Christmas fellowship took place in the parish hall. A
number of parishioners and visitors attended to enjoy refreshments and

exchange Christmas greetings.

A half-day retreat/penitential service for our English-speaking
community took place on Palm Sunday in the Chapel of St. Mary’s College.
Approximately 50 people attended.

To mark the end of the month of May, a month traditionally dedicated
to special devotion to our Blessed Mother, a special prayer service was held
on the last Sunday of that month. The Rosary Church Children’s Choir led
the recitation of the Rosary and the singing. Attendees were invited to bring
floral offerings, which were presented at the altar, in honor of our Blessed
Mother.

Children's Catholic Instruction Program

Classes for 2002/2003 began on 7t September 2002 with enrollment
of 25 children. Classes were held every Saturday morning. 14 children
were prepared for - and received - the Sacraments of Reconciliation and
First Holy Communion. 9 children were prepared for - and received - the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Our Bishop, Joseph Zen, presided at the
children’s First Communion/Confirmation Mass. The service was followed
by a gathering at St. Mary’s school to celebrate the children’s special day.
The children took part in the Sacrament of Reconciliation at a special

penitential service, held on 31% May 2003.

1 child was prepared for Baptism, but because of the SARS outbreak,
he returned to the U.K. and was baptized there during Easter.

Mustard Seed Charismatic Prayer Group

Meetings were held every Wednesday evening. As a service to the
parish, the Prayer Group arranged a Mass of Healing on the last Wednesday

of every other month. These Masses were usually well attended.

In response to the Diocese’s ‘7,000,000 Rosaries’ prayer campaign, the
Mustard Seed has been praying the Rosary together at the beginning of each

meeting.



Adult Catechumen Instruction Service

During the past year, two classes for the RCIA program for English
speaking adults were held. The first group consisted of a total of five
catechumens, one lady and four gentlemen, all of who received the
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and First Holy Communion just
before Christmas. A one-day retreat was conducted for the group at
Maryknoll House, Stanley, in preparation for receiving the Sacraments.
The group also made their First Sacrament of Reconciliation just before

Easter.

The second group also had five catechumens, four ladies and one
gentleman, all of who received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation
and First Holy Communion during the Mass of the Easter Vigil. During the

celebration, two young ladies also received the Sacrament of Confirmation.

The two groups spent a day together in prayer and singing hymns at
Fairview Park, N.T.

The first group has since completed their course. A new class will

commence on 8™ August 2003.

The Adult Catechumen Instruction Service is a one-year course. It is
held on every Friday at 8:00 P.M. in the Meeting Room of the Church
Rectory.

Rosary Church Children's Choir

Over the past year, there were 32 children that attended regular
Saturday afternoon rehearsals in preparation for various special occasions
celebrated in the parish. The choir has sung for scheduled broadcast masses,
the Christmas presentation and Midnight Mass. They were also invited to
participate in the Christmas program hosted by the Hotel Intercontinental
Hong Kong. At the end of May, they led the congregation during the annual
Marian devotion. Recently, they rendered a special song during the
thanksgiving mass for Fr. J.B. Tsang on the occasion of his 40™ anniversary

of ordination.

The children, their parents and friends organized several fellowships
such as birthdays, Halloween and Christmas parties, as well as beach BBQ

in the beginning of summer 2003.

Orientation, recruitment and training for new members are on going

during the course of the year.



