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Activities of Various English - Speaking Groups

Rosary Church, Kowloon

(September 2003 - August 2004)

Index

Page
English Pastoral Committee 2
Children's Catholic Instruction Program 4
Mustard Seed Charismatic Prayer Group 5
Adult Catechumen Instruction Service 5

Rosary Church Children's Choir 6



English-language Pastoral Committee

The English-language Pastoral Committee (EPC) meets every
second Friday of the month. It is composed of parishioners who are
invited by the Pastor to represent the members of our parish
community who use English as their language of worship. The EPC
advises the Pastor and his associates on issues concerning this
community and take a lead role in planning and implementing special
liturgies, activities, etc.

To commemorate the close of the “Year of the Rosary” in
October 2003, the EPC helped to organize a special Rosary devotion
service and procession. The event was very well received, with well
over 100 people in attendance. There is consideration of making
this an annual event, to coincide with the annual parish feast day in
October.

In November, at the end of the liturgical year, the EPC organized
our annual daylong Eucharistic adoration in honor of the Feast of
Christ the King. The adoration began with a procession from the
Church to the St Louis de Montfort Hall after the 12:30 PM Sunday
English mass. The Blessed Sacrament was placed in a monstrance
and exposed in a specially decorated hall for the whole afternoon.
Adoration ended with benediction and special prayers.

The EPC held its Annual General Meeting in January at the
Maryknoll House in Stanley. Among the goals that were set for the

year were the formation of a English-language Bible study group,
-2



initiating a series of talks for on-going faith formation of adults, and
beginning a youth program for our English-speaking teenagers (see
below).

In April, the EPC had its annual reconciliation ‘mini-retreat’ on
Palm Sunday. This retreat aims to give all of our English-speaking
parishioners an opportunity to spiritually prepare for Holy Week. The
retreat was conducted at St. Mary’'s College chapel. This year’s
presider was Fr. Bonifacio Gracia-Solis, OP. Approximately 50 people
attended.

In addition to the above-mentioned activities, the EPC continued
to facilitate programs of on-going formation for the various ministries
of our English-language liturgies. In August, a program was held for
all who participate in the ministry of commentator at our Sunday
masses. The program was given by Mr. Ruel Trinidad, the music
director and youth ministry coordinator for our English-language group.
At the beginning of September, the Eucharistic Ministers had their
annual retreat at the Maryknoll House in Stanley. Approximately 12
ministers were able to attend. The retreat director was Fr. Ed
Szendrey.

As pertains to the goals that the EPC set for itself for 2004, we
began a series of monthly talks for the on-going faith formation of our
English-speaking faithful. These talks take place every fourth
Sunday of the month. They are facilitated by Disciple of the Divine
Master Sr. Necistas Derama. In June, we began a bible study group,
using the materials and model of a program that is very popular in the

-3-



United States, the Little Rock Scripture Study program. About twenty
people took part in our first study, of The Acts of the Apostles. We
hope to be able to have three studies (of approximately ten weeks
each) on different books of the Bible each year. Also in June, a
Christian meditation group began meeting weekly at our parish on
Tuesday nights. Attendance in this group is consistently 10 to 12
participants. As for the youth ministry, the EPC continues to lay the
groundwork for this. It is our hope that it may be ready to begin in
mid to late autumn.

Children’s Catholic Instruction Program
Classes for 2003/2004 began on 6t September 2003, with

enrollment of 11 children - to date, the smallest group in CCIP
history !

Classes were held every Saturday morning. 6 children were
prepared for - and received - the Sacraments of Reconciliation and
First Holy Communion. 2 children were prepared for - and
received - the Sacrament of Confirmation. Our assistant pastor, Fr. J.
Edward Szendrey, m.m., presided at the children’s First
Communion/Confirmation Mass on the eve of Pentecost, 29t May,
2004. The service was followed by a gathering in the Parish Hall to
celebrate the children’s special day.

The children received the Sacrament of Reconciliation at a
special penitential service held on 22nd May 2004. 2 children were
prepared for Baptism, and were duly baptized during the Easter Vigil
Service on 10t April, 2004.
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Mustard Seed Charismatic Prayer Group

Meetings were held every Wednesday evening. As a service to
the parish, the Prayer Group arranged a Mass of Healing on the last
Wednesday of every other month. These Masses were usually well
attended.

Adult Catechumen Instruction Service

During the year 2003 to 2004, two classes in English were held
for the RCIA program. The first group comprising 5 catechumens (4
ladies and 1 man) received the Sacraments of Baptism.
Confirmation and First Holy Communion at the Easter Vigil 2003.

In December 2003, one man was baptized just before his
marriage.

The second group of 3 female catechumens received the
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion during
the Easter Vigil Mass 2004. During this celebration, two men also
received the Sacrament of Confirmation.

A one-day retreat for the catechumens was held at Fairview Park,
N.T. prior to their receiving the Sacraments. The Adult Catechumen
Instruction Service is a one-year course and is held every Friday at
8p.m. in the Meeting Room of the Church Rectory.



Rosary Church Children’s Choir
There are at present 30 regular members who attend Saturday

afternoon rehearsals in preparation for various social occasions and
special liturgies celebrated in the parish.

This year, the choir celebrated their fifth anniversary with a
well-attended grand reunion party held in May in the newly
refurbished parish hall. The children are also in the process of
preparing to record a repertoire of English hymns unto an audio
compact disc in commemoration of Rosary Church’s 100t
anniversary.

As in previous years, the children’s choir parents core group
organized a number of fellowships to celebrate birthdays, Halloween
and Christmas.

Orientation, recruitment and training for potential choir
members are ongoing during the course of the year.



